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Today's Transaxles/Transmissions

Your car's transmission is the vehicle's most compli-
cated and least understood major component. In later
model cars, it is a combination of sophisticated
hydraulics and computer-controlled components.

Later model front wheel drive cars also incorporate the
third major component. The differential or fina drive,
into the body of the transmission itself. These types of
transmissions are known as transax|es.

Front wheel drive configuration is efficient in terms of
fuel economy, handling and manufacturing costs, how-
ever, with the additional components housed within
the transaxle unit, when it fails, it is generaly more
expensive to repair.

A transmission/transaxle properly rebuilt can deliver
longevity equal to or in excess of your car's original.

In many cases, transmission models are updated in
their component design(s) by the manufacturer to
improve performance over earlier units and/or over-
come particular problem areas. A good transmission
specialist will incorporate these updated designs and
parts into his rebuild in order to make certain the con-
sumer receives the longest transmission life possible
and to reduce his warranty liability from premature
failure.

For vehicles used in severe driving conditions, there
are additional precautions which can be taken to insure
against premature failure and make a vehicle better
able to deliver the performance the owner wantsin
these unusual driving conditions.

Some severe driving conditions include heavy city
(stop and go) driving, regular mountainous driving,
pulling heavy loads, unusually warm climate, and trail-
er towing. Under these conditions it may be advisable
toinstall avalve body kit or additional external trans-
mission cooler.

If you subject your vehicle to these types of driving
conditions, please feel free to contact your local
ATRA Member. They will be pleased to make the
appropriate recommendations to insure that your vehi-
cle meets your motoring needs.
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